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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

This thesis begins by introducing and defining important aspects of vocal (13-15) and non-vocal (16-20) communication using references like the APA Dictionary and other expert sources from diverse fields such as evolutionary psychology, social psychology, child psychology, management studies, communications studies, language studies and other disciplines. The result is a solid background which presents a sophisticated mixture of references, often with 7-8 sources per page. 

The analysis is less impressive, with only two TED Talks chosen for examination. The BT writer’s selection criteria and her use of Van Edwards’ methodology are described on pages 22-23, but the results of examining only two presentations are not as substantive as they could be. The stated research goal “to understand non-verbal communication cues […] and paralanguage features,” (22) is quite vague. Qualitative and quantitative conclusions are presented, e.g. both speakers speak “slightly faster” than average; they both make effective use of pauses in different ways; one speaker’s “excessive modulation” did not overwhelm the audience as might have been assumed beforehand; one speaker’s “gestural repertoire is characterized by diversity and expansiveness,” while the other speaker’s “gestures are more focused and consistent.” The use of facial expressions and eye contact by each presenter are contrasted. The higher frequency of gestures of one speaker was correlated with the greater number of views of his TED Talk, in concurrence with Van Edwards’ theory, but the overall results, e.g., in terms of significance, seem a bit unconvincing. 

The language level of this thesis is quite sophisticated and well done, i.e., it would not seem out of place in any professional environment in which English is used. So the BT writer must be congratulated for this as well as the high level of information, especially in the background of the work.


	Questions to be answered by student:

1) Besides hand gestures (the importance of which is emphasised), what do you consider the most important element of non-verbal communication in presentations? 

2) What are some ways you can use the knowledge you have learned in your future studies or career?
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