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	Structure

	Outline and division
	A
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	Ex
	F

	Language level
	A
	Bx
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Formatting (citations, presentation)
	A
	B
	C
	Dx
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	F

	Content

	Thesis statement formulation 
	A
	B
	C
	D
	Ex
	F

	Sources and their utilization
	A
	B
	Cx
	D
	E
	F

	Methods of processing the research problem
	A
	B
	C
	D
	Ex
	F

	Level of analytical and interpretive components
	A
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	Formulation of conclusions and meeting the objectives
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	Ex
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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):
The candidate takes a long detour to finally come to her goal, the texts which are to be analysed. The analysis of each short story (four stories altogether) covers less that 1 page each. All in all, the main part and ’core’ of her thesis comprises seven pages. The rest is filled with lengthy summaries of short story theory, short story history, biography, or the topic of coming of age as such. 
All in all, this means that this thesis is completely unbalanced as far as its structure is concerned. One gets the impression that the candidate was bent on filling her pages with material she found written elsewhere, while the analysis of the short stories she has selected for the elucidation of her topic, ’coming of age in the American short story,’ is neglected, partly forgotten, or hastily finished under pressure of time.  

It is not entirely clear which function the extended summary of short story history is supposed to have. Although it serves the purpose of contextualization, the detour the candidate takes is simply too great and does not really contribute to her goal, namely, to shed some light on the theme of coming of age in the American short story. Instead, it serves as page filler which takes up the space in which other reflections should have taken place.  
Much closer to the topic is the chapter “Coming of Age in Literature”, but here, too, the candidate misses to explain in detail how this theme relates to the genre of the short story. It would have been easy at this point to emphasize that the short story concentrates on a single or unique event in the life of the young protagonist which gives him a shock and catapults him into adulthood – with variations, of course. 
The candidate misses this chance, though, having run over several stop signs her supervisor put up on her way. She has waived the warnings and continued in the same fashion, ending up with just a few pages on the stories she has chosen, obviously under pressure of time. Unfortunately, the so-called analysis of each of the stories - which wasn’t sent to the supervisor - is completely superficial. What makes it worse is that she keeps ‘tense hopping’, from present tense to past tense and back throughout her interpretations. 
The candidates English is acceptable, the form of her thesis, however, is also deficient: The full bibliographical entries in the footnotes which are repeated are completely unnecessary. 

	Questions to be answered by student:

1) Why is the topic ‘coming of age’ so relevant for the genre of short story? Has the ‘shortness’ of the genre something to do with it?
2) Why did you choose these 4 short stories for your analysis?
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