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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):
An extremely weak thesis focusing on the analysis of the theme of coming of age in selected short stories by Ernest Hemingway and John Barth. The author has demonstrated her ability to write a compilation of secondary and tertiary sources (242 footnotes on 34 pages of text are certainly impressive), though the choice of the sources is sometimes dubious (e.g. Short Story Guide), the critical approach is missing, and the punctuation is more or less random (indentation, straight/curly quotes, italics, “coming of age story” vs. “coming-of-age story”). Her eight-page analytical chapter consists primarily of plot summaries of the short stories, and her “analysis” subchapters basically only repeat the information. The comparison of the stories is extremely short. In spite of all the objections I recommend the thesis for defense - it is up to the committee to evaluate the candidate’s performance and her ability to respond to their questions as well as questions from the reviews.


	Questions to be answered by student:
1) Explain your choice of short stories for analysis. What criteria did you use? Would your conclusions be influenced by a choice of different short stories by the two author?
2) You quote Scofield, claiming that “Ernest Hemingway is considered to be the author of modernist short stories ... [... and ...] John Barth is considered a postmodernist short story writer” (34). Do you agree with this? Can you explain how this difference shows or does not show in the short stories you analyze?
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