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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):
The candidate takes a great detour by beginning not only with the history of women but with 17th century history as such. This is partly an explanation for the fact that the BA thesis has become too long (67 pages). Since she is just summarizing well-known social and cultural history, the first 20 pages or so are far from being creative. What has to be acknowledged, though, is that they are a splendid summary of women's history written in fluent and idiomatically correct English. What this part can contribute to an understanding of Mary Wollstonecraft's Vindication of the Rights of Woman remains questionable, although one can see, of course, why she has taken the detour.

The thesis is continued in this vein. The second part consists of a concise and brilliantly summarized overview of Wollstonecraft's ideas in A Vindication of the Rights of Woman. There are hardly any references to the cultural-historical first part, but the candidate shows a lot of philosophical insight and understanding of Wollstonecraft's ideas. Considering the fact that so many scholars have written about this work - which is also reflected by the long bibliography at the end of this thesis - new insights were not to be expected, and they are - almost naturally in a BA thesis of this kind - missing up to the end.

All in all, this thesis is difficult to grade, and the final grade one gives depends on the expectations one has with regard to a BA thesis. The English in which it is written and the summaries it comes up with are far above average. I have not read anything like this before on a BA level. Creative new ideas are missing, however. Instead, we get excellent summaries and overviews, written with great precision. If one believes that this is enough for a BA thesis, one would give the candidate an A. If one expects new ideas, one would give her an E. My suggestion is to go for the first, since the thesis almost reads like a review of research and summarizes the state of the art.

	Questions to be answered by student:

1) Is Mary Wollstonecraft the only woman developing these ideas towards the end of the 18th century?

2) How does her daughter fit into this pattern of thought?
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