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Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):
This ambitious thesis represents a detailed and complex analysis of Frankenstein, a novel which has been written about extensively by scholars and students, yet the BT writer has found new and extremely unique ways of engaging with the ideas, tropes and themes in the text. One strong aspect of the thesis is how the writer links the philosophical, psychological, ethical and even theological themes of a work written two centuries ago to topical issues of today such as transhumanism and the posthuman. To do this, the thesis traces the origins of ideas and concepts running throughout the course of Western civilization from the 12th century B.C. right up until the year 2020. The seven full pages of sources in the bibliography show a sophisticated blend of various academic disciplines as well as numerous literary sources ranging from Homer to Harry Potter. On every page we can find many types of sources combined and referenced in advanced and insightful ways.

The thesis begins surprisingly with the contentious claim that it was actually P.B. Shelley who wrote the novel. One page of the thesis is used to present arguments and evidence from a wide range of academic sources to support this idea. Still, the BT author admits that this claim is not directly related to theme of her work (besides P.B. Shelley’s heavily documented interest in the occult and alchemy), and she finally proceeds through the rest of the thesis with the orthodox view that Mary Shelley is indeed the writer of Frankenstein “[d]espite this evidence to the contrary.” (13) 

The broad (but occasionally unfocused) background chapters continue with a tracing of the development of major philosophical-theological strains of Western civilization. Subchapters on “reason” (14-18), which unexpectedly also introduces concepts of astrology, alchemy and the occult; “The Development of Religion” (18-19); and “Religion and Reason” (19-23) are featured. A detailed introduction to the Renaissance (23-29) brings these afore-mentioned ideas forward in the context of the Enlightenment (29-31) and Romanticism (31-33.) The plethora of information is always presented in a sophisticated way, i.e. with clear historical and cultural context. Nevertheless, (as the BT author is well-aware) there is simply too much detail in these opening chapters that would perhaps belong a master’s thesis rather than a bachelor work. 

For me, the thesis gains momentum in the final subchapters and last chapter of the background section, in which the ideas and themes of novel are contextualized in terms of Romanticism (33-35), the occult, or what the BT writer calls “The Other Side of the Enlightenment” (35-36), and a chapter on the Gothic (37-38). The background concludes with an introduction to “The Roots of Transhumanism” (39-42), in which many of the previous ideas from the ancients to the Enlightenment infuse this description of concepts to be used later in the analysis. The goal of the technological-biological “extension” of man through “directed evolution” (41-42) is shown to be an ancient ambition of man from the earliest times history and “science” were recorded. Another intriguing observation is that what is today called “science” as something completely separated from magic and the occult (including religion) is a view that begins in only the Enlightenment, e.g. with the “scientist” and hidden alchemist Isaac Newton. 

The BT writer links the science-magic of Newton to that of Dr. Frankenstein, digging deeper to exemplify the numerous references to alchemy and the occult in the novel. This is just one example of the sophisticated results of the analysis, which extends in scope from linking several literary predecessors, notably an extensive comparison of characters, events and themes in Paradise Lost (45-47), to tracing “Nature and the Sublime” in the novel using Burke’s definition of the latter term. Finally in the last main chapter the thesis returns directly to transhumanism in the novel using sources from the 18th century (Condorcet) till today (Nick Bostrom). Literary and philosophical connections are not lost here either, as e.g. Milton is referenced again, as are several other thinkers from the 18h (e.g. M. Shelley’s father W. Godwin) to the 20th centuries (e.g. J. Robert Oppenheimer). With a bit of editing, this chapter itself would make a complete and cohesive academic essay.

For readers who want “the novel, and nothing but the novel,” this thesis might seem a bit unfocused and cumbersome to read, as the background information presented sometimes seems to stray quite far away from a direct connection of the analysed work. No doubt, parts of the thesis could have been cut out completely. For me, however, the deviations always came to make sense as I continued reading the analysis and was reminded of a detail mentioned earlier, e.g. about ancient hermeticism, Christianity and the Fall, Renaissance science, or the 21st century posthuman. The strong research and results of this thesis, which probes deeply into the origins of a novel we all think we know already, make this thesis extremely enjoyable to read. This is also because the level of language is so high and the style is so professional, all of which complement the detailed information and profound conclusions. Quite an impressive achievement.


	Questions to be answered by student:
1) Choose some concrete potential technologies and goals connected with H+. Which potential technologies do you see as the most beneficial, or the most dangerous? Why? Use your own knowledge and opinions based on your research on the thesis. Keep your answer simple with just a few sentences with examples of a few goals or technologies, alarming or beneficial ones.
2) What were your most shocking results during your research? Some ideas or perspectives that had never occurred to you before, or some surprising facts that you didn’t know.
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