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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):
The level of English is above average, which is one primary goal of a bachelor’s thesis in English for Business Administration. 

Although the research is broad, there may be some issues with focus, cohesion and specifying meaningful conclusions. A clear research goal is not really stated, so often what we are left with is a lot of unorganized and isolated (although often interesting) chunks of information. Much of the work is laid out in a series of disconnected one-paragraph subchapters, often three or even four on a single page. Several “Possible Explanations of the Salem Witch Trials” are put forth in a sequence of very short, unconnected subchapters in three pages (26-29) of Chapter 3, but none of these topics are explored in any detail and no links are made among these “multiple theories,” any one or two of which could be worth pursuing seriously. (Abstract)

Two thirds (11-18; 30-36) of the thesis communicates the general Puritan background thoroughly in terms of, e.g. economics. But I was looking for an attempt to place the spiritual / religious beliefs of the Puritans or “the accused” into the context of their time. There is nothing deeper than “[…] although witchcraft does not exist, communism does, so at least McCarthyism had some basis in reality.” (35). This 21st-century secular perspective, which runs throughout the entire thesis, shows no real attempt to understand the cultural “reality” of the actual time being described. Although a couple of titles are mentioned in passing, and Matthew 5:14 is listed in a footnote (with no explanation), not even one primary text of the period (or earlier) is cited in the text or in the bibliography that could shed light on the belief systems of those involved. This could lead to a deeper understanding of the time, events, and especially the various perspectives of the individuals and communities involved. Viewed strictly through the dismissive prism of today’s secular materialism, neither the beliefs of the Puritans nor of the (real or imagined) practitioners of witchcraft are well served.

	Questions to be answered by student:
1) Can you describe an idea or two from one theological, legal, philosophical, or metaphysical primary text of the period in the European or American context that could provide a 16th-17th century perspective on the belief systems of the participants in the events? 
2) Can you isolate the two most important factors that led to the Salem witch trials? How were these factors related to each other?
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