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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

The thesis aims to clarify the status of the kinds of passive sentences that can be formed from actives with verbo-nominal complexes such as take advantage (of), make fun (of), lay hands on, etc. The author very clearly summarizes, situates, and organizes previous works on the topic, including critical discussions of the ideas previous authors have pursued in trying to account for when these expressions allow no, one or two passives, and if one, which one. She shows that all these attempts are inconclusive and essentially non-predictive. 
She extends the data base to over 150 such common expressions and diligently finds relevant evidence for when and how they allow passives in both Brit and Am English, using up to date corpora and succinct, easily usable tables based on them. What she finds is that the puzzling ones among them, those that have so exercised both traditional and current grammarians, number 5-6. That is, grammarians have spent so much attention on about a half dozen idioms, entirely missing the fact, so salient in the author’s data, that some 97% of these expressions act like simple verbs or like familiar combinations such as hold fast to, make light of, etc.  Both she and her supervisor are to highly commended for bringing to light in a B.A. thesis new and significant original research on the nature of the English passive, which, in light of this research, acts like passive is basically all other languages: given a passivizable active verb phrase, there is a unique way to render it passive. 

	Questions to be answered by student:

    Structurally, what is the nature of the nominal expressions that are ‘passed over’ in making what the thesis calls outer passives? E.g., a lot of fun, too much advantage, close attention, etc. Do they seem like parts of compound verbs, or just V-N sequences, or are they nominal expressions that can be optionally analysed as either N or NP? Can you justify one of these possibilities, or some other representation, over the others?
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