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Notes on completing the report:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]A - fulfilled very well with no remarks, B - fulfilled very well with minor remarks, C - fulfilled at an average level, D - fulfilled with deficiencies, E - fulfilled but with significant deficiencies, F - not fulfilled.
2. If any criterion is graded F, the thesis must be evaluated as unsatisfactory overall, not meeting the criteria for the MT defence, and such a thesis cannot be recommended for the defence
3. MT Supervisor must comment verbally on each evaluation criterion!

Assessment criteria: 	Assessment
	1. Thesis Objectives and Methods
	B
	The commentary focuses on: clarity of the formulation of the thesis objectives and the methods used in the thesis elaboration; evaluation of the objectives of the thesis following the thesis theme; the methods and procedures chosen to fulfil the thesis objectives. 

This dissertation presents a clear and well-justified set of research objectives focused on investigating IoT adoption among small-scale Sri Lankan farmers on page 17 to 23 of the manuscript. The author draws inspiration from the Net Valence Model (NVM) and develops a suitable conceptual framework to analyze the balance between the perceived benefits and risks associated with IoT adoption. The objectives are effectively broken down into testable hypotheses, and the methods employed—including a structured questionnaire and PLS-SEM analysis—are appropriate and logically executed. However, the author could have provided more justification for choosing the NVM over other established technology adoption models, such as TAM or UTAUT.

	2. Theoretical Background
	B
	The commentary focuses on: the content of the critical literature research; the appropriateness of the chosen domestic and foreign literature sources; the method of citing sources in an adequate manner.

The author provides an in-depth literature review from page 24 by integrating both global and regional perspectives. The study establishes a strong foundation, particularly by blending theoretical and empirical research. Furthermore, the conceptual and empirical discussions of the Net Valence Model (NVM) and its relevance to the agricultural technology context are well-articulated. Citations are frequent and relevant, although some referencing inconsistencies are present (e.g., incomplete author names or duplicated entries such as “N/A, 2020”). Additionally, the author could have strengthened the study further by incorporating more Sri Lanka-specific empirical studies to better ground the research in the local context.


	3. Practical Application – Analysis
	C
	[bookmark: _Hlk198206158]The commentary focuses on: the use of knowledge from theory, its appropriateness of application; sufficient description of the process of application of the methods of work; overall assessment of the current state; sufficient substantiation of the conclusions of the analyses; the difficulty of data collection and processing.

The author adopts a second-generation statistical algorithm for the analysis. The application of the Net Valence Model (NVM) is conceptually strong and well-integrated into both the data collection and analysis processes. Constructs such as perceived productivity, convenience, reliability, and privacy risks are appropriately measured using Likert-scale items. The use of SmartPLS, along with descriptive and inferential statistical methods, is adequate for the research scope. Sampling and translation limitations are transparently discussed, which enhances the credibility of the study.
However, the author falls short in elaborating on the reliability and validity metrics in sufficient detail. Furthermore, the rationale for choosing SmartPLS over other analytical tools is not clearly articulated. At times, the explanation of the results appears rushed, which weakens the overall impact of the analysis. Finally, the analytical section lacks a coherent narrative flow, making it difficult for readers to follow the argument effectively.

	4. Practical Application – Project/ Research
	B
	The commentary focuses on: the connection of the solving part of the thesis to the theory and to the analyses results; supporting the proposals with appropriate arguments; meeting the objectives set. For research-oriented MTs, the focus should be on discussion of the results and their evaluation. 

The author successfully links theoretical insights to practical outcomes. Key recommendations—such as localized training, cost-reduction strategies, and support networks—are derived from the data and closely aligned with the perceived adoption barriers identified through the NVM model. The discussion of findings is thoughtful and well-supported by both the literature and statistical results. Notably, the author deserves commendation for designing the project and subjecting it to analyses of TIME, RISK, and COST from page 70. However, the author falls short in explicitly discussing how each component of the NVM influences specific policy or programmatic recommendations.

	5. Formal Layout
	C
	The commentary focuses on: logical coherence of the text of the thesis; use of correct terminology; use of the prescribed standard of citation of sources; appropriate linguistic and graphic level.

The thesis is generally well-written, with an academic tone and a logical structure. Academic vocabulary is used appropriately, and technical explanations are mostly clear. The formatting is coherent for the most part, though there are some typographical errors and instances of redundant phrasing. Graphical elements (figures and tables) are relevant and informative, but they would benefit from clearer referencing and integration within the text. However, the overall structure does not fully align with the traditional hypothetico-deductive format. It appears that time management may have been an issue, as parts of the work seem rushed. The author is advised to allocate time more effectively in future research projects to ensure a more polished final product.

	Overall thesis assessment *
	B
	This is a well-conceived and well-executed thesis that makes a significant contribution to the understanding of digital transformation in agriculture, particularly within resource-constrained contexts. The integration of the Net Valence Model (NVM), the clear articulation of research questions, and the policy-relevant recommendations all make this a commendable academic effort. Despite minor issues in formatting and citation, as previously noted, the work is both theoretically robust and practically valuable.


* The final grade is not an arithmetic average of the individual criteria for assessing the thesis.
Questions for the defence:
1. Could you provide the committee with a brief overview of your research in a few sentences?
2. What motivated you to embark on this research/project of IoT-based smart Farming among small-scale farmers in Sri Lanka?
3. If given the chance to revisit this research, what changes or improvements would you consider making?

The thesis fulfils the criteria for the defence of the MT. The thesis is recommended for the defence. 
The thesis has been checked for the originality of the work in IS STAG. Based on the results of this review, it was concluded that the work is not plagiarism.
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