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Notes on completing the report:
1. A - fulfilled very well with no remarks, B - fulfilled very well with minor remarks, C - fulfilled at an average level, D - fulfilled with deficiencies, E - fulfilled but with significant deficiencies, F - not fulfilled.
2. If any criterion is graded F, the thesis must be evaluated as unsatisfactory overall, not meeting the criteria for the MT defence, and such a thesis cannot be recommended for the defence.
3. MT Reviewer must comment verbally on each evaluation criterion!

Assessment criteria: 	Assessment
	1. Thesis Objectives and Methods
	B
	The commentary focuses on: clarity of the formulation of the thesis objectives and the methods used in the thesis elaboration; evaluation of the objectives of the thesis following the thesis theme; the methods and procedures chosen to fulfil the thesis objectives. 
The objectives of the thesis are clearly defined and align with the topic of implementing IoT-based smart farming technologies among small-scale farmers in Sri Lanka. The author identifies significant barriers, such as financial constraints and low digital literacy, and sets practical goals to address these issues. The methodology section, based on quantitative data collection through surveys, is appropriate, with structured questionnaires designed to measure farmers' perceptions of IoT. However, while the methodology is sound, some limitations due to the absence of in-person data collection (due to geographical constraints) were acknowledged.



	2. Theoretical Background
	B
	The commentary focuses on: the content of the critical literature research; the appropriateness of the chosen domestic and foreign literature sources; the method of citing sources in an adequate manner.

The theoretical part presents a comprehensive literature review that is relevant to the research question. It discusses IoT in agriculture, the benefits of smart farming, and barriers to adoption in developing countries. The author effectively uses existing frameworks, particularly the Net Valence Model (NVM), to conceptualize the decision-making processes of farmers regarding IoT adoption. While the theoretical models and references are appropriate, further elaboration on certain studies could enhance the depth of the theoretical context.



	3. Practical Application – Analysis
	A
	The commentary focuses on: the use of knowledge from theory, its appropriateness of application; sufficient description of the process of application of the methods of work; overall assessment of the current state; sufficient substantiation of the conclusions of the analyses; the difficulty of data collection and processing.
The analysis effectively utilizes the theoretical framework to analyze the challenges and benefits of adopting IoT-based technologies for smallholder farmers in Sri Lanka. The data presentation is clear and well-structured, using descriptive statistics and model fit evaluations. The results are insightful, particularly in understanding the perceived barriers, such as reliability and privacy concerns. The inclusion of practical examples, such as the impact of smart irrigation and pest detection systems, enriches the analysis. The methodology used to gather and analyze data from various districts adds significant value to the research.





	4. Practical Application – Project/ Research
	B
	The commentary focuses on: the connection of the solving part of the thesis to the theory and to the analyses results; supporting the proposals with appropriate arguments; meeting the objectives set. For research-oriented MTs, the focus should be on discussion of the results and their evaluation. 
The project section outlines the action plan for IoT implementation on small-scale farms. The integration of both technology deployment (e.g., soil moisture sensors, smart irrigation) and market linkages is a solid approach. The implementation plan is feasible, with clear timelines and goals for technology use and farmer training. However, the section would benefit from a more in-depth discussion on the potential scalability of this pilot project across larger regions or other agricultural contexts. The author also successfully discusses the project's implications for policy and practice, though the connection between theory and real-world implementation could be strengthened.


	5. Formal Layout
	B
	The commentary focuses on: logical coherence of the text of the thesis; use of correct terminology; use of the prescribed standard of citation of sources; appropriate linguistic and graphic level.
The thesis is well-structured, with clear chapters and sections, ensuring logical coherence. The use of proper terminology related to IoT and agriculture is consistent, and the referencing of sources follows an appropriate citation style. Some minor issues related to the language and flow of the text can be identified, but they do not significantly detract from the overall quality of the work. The inclusion of tables, figures, and appendices further enhances the clarity and presentation of the thesis.




	Overall thesis assessment*
	B
	[bookmark: _Hlk98164743]
This thesis addresses a relevant and timely issue in Sri Lanka's agricultural sector. It successfully integrates theory with practical application and presents a solid analysis of IoT adoption challenges among small-scale farmers. Despite some minor areas for improvement in depth and clarity, the work overall meets the required academic standards.



* The final grade is not an arithmetic average of the individual criteria for assessing the thesis.

Defense Questions
1. What specific measures do you propose to overcome the challenges related to the digital literacy of smallholder farmers in Sri Lanka?
2. How do you envision the scalability of IoT adoption from your pilot project to a national level?
3. Can you elaborate on the long-term sustainability of IoT-based smart farming in Sri Lanka, especially in terms of farmer engagement and infrastructure support?
The thesis fulfils the criteria for the defence of the MT. The thesis is recommended for the defence. 
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