	SUPERVISOR’S ASSESSMENT OF BACHELOR’S THESIS

	Student’s full name 
	
	 Markéta Rainerová 




	Thesis title
	
	England as a Simulacrum: Julian Barnes’s Novel England, England 




	Supervisor’s name
	Prof. Dr. Ewald Mengel

	Degree course
	English for Business Administration

	Mode of study
	Full-time

	Thesis evaluation criteria
	Classification grade according to ECTS 

	Structure

	Overall clarity and structure of the work
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	Language level
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	Compliance with citation and formatting norms
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	Content

	Thesis statement formulation 
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	Sources and their utilization
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	Methods of processing the research problem
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	Originality and vocational contribution
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	Justifications for evaluation (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):


The candidate has produced a well-written, clearly structured and creative analysis of Barnes’ novel England, England, based on Baudrillard’s theory of simulacrum. The thesis basically consists of two major parts. In the first part, after a short introduction and a biographical section on Julian Barnes’ works, Rainerova turns to Baudrillard’s theory of simulacrum and summarizes his ideas on the simulation process that goes forward in four clearly defined steps or stages. Rainerova here comes up with an excellent, very substantial and sophisticated summary of Baudrillard’s ideas, written in fluent and idiomatically correct English and on a very high level of intellectual reflection, with hardly any slips of the pen or errors. Shen then applies Baudrillard’s theory with great circumspection and insight to Barnes’ novel and succeeds in demonstrating how the novel responds to and reflects Baudrillard’s stages of the making of simulacra through Barnes’ reconstruction of England in form of a theme park in the style of Disney World on the Isle of Wight. The simulacrum of England, England begins to flourish and finally takes the place of the real thing, while the latter becomes ‘naturalized’ in a reversing of the historical process and ends up being renamed ‘Anglia’, thus indicating its regression to its former ancient shape and status. Rainerova’s thesis excels in form and content, and therefore deserves the highest possible grade.













	Questions to be answered by student:

1) What is postmodern about Barnes’ novel?
2) Could we use Baudrillard’s idea of simulacrum also to shed light on developments taking place in our time, in the present, in general? How topical is his philosophy? Could you give some examples?
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