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	Structure

	Overall clarity and structure of the work
	A
	
	
	
	
	

	Language level
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	Compliance with citation and formatting norms
	
	
	C
	
	
	

	Content

	Thesis statement formulation 
	A
	
	
	
	
	

	Sources and their utilization
	A
	
	
	
	
	

	Methods of processing the research problem
	
	B
	
	
	
	

	Level of analytical and interpretive elements
	
	B
	
	
	
	

	Formulation of conclusions and meeting objectives
	A
	
	
	
	
	

	Originality and vocational contribution
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	Justifications for evaluation (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

The thesis is well-executed and merits acceptance by the committee. It effectively employs literary and media studies sources to introduce narrative and genre theory, incorporating key theorists. Sophisticated concepts such as complex narrative voice, modes of narration, unreliability, and focalization are clearly defined and illustrated with examples from literature and media, demonstrating the author’s thorough engagement with the theoretical framework. A concise history of the sitcom is also presented.

The student then skillfully applies these theories and concepts to her analysis of the television series. She situates the show within the broader history of the sitcom genre, using this framework to examine narrative voice and “Genre and Innovation” (6.1). The analysis includes subchapters on “Diegetic and Mimetic Narration in How I Met Your Mother” (sic) (6.2) as well as Focalization (6.3), the latter of which explores how narrative structures shape viewer perspective. The temporal manipulation of “Flashforward and Flashback” (6.4) is also insightfully discussed. A substantial portion of the analysis appears in Chapter 7, which investigates NARRATIVE VOICE AND UNRELIABILITY in the series across seven pages of nuanced close reading, supported by extensive examples from plot events and dialogue. 

Throughout the entire analytical section, the BT writer never loses the main focus of her analysis, i.e. how the use of all of these concepts and narrative manipulations shape the humor in the series. To end with one tiny inaccuracy: “The concept of unreliability” was not “first suggested” (page 23) by Wayne C. Booth, although he unquestionably popularized it in literary criticism the mid-20th century. 


	Questions to be answered by student:

1) Name some well-known literary works that feature an unreliable narrator, e.g. fiction from the 20th 
century or even earlier periods.

2) What other US films or TV series employ narration to create humor? Based on the information in 
your thesis, which strategies are used?
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