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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

Fahrenheit 451 has become once again a topical book that tells us a lot about our time. To cut a long story short, the candidate’s interpretation remains on the surface of Bradbury’s text and fails to ask decisive questions: a) Which countries is this dystopia aimed at? b) Which tendencies in his own time has Bradbury identified? c) What role does he attribute to literature? 
The structure of the thesis is problematic in so far as his main theory chapter does not contain theory at all but historical contextualization. So what is his approach like? Which theoretical observations form the basis of his interpretation? The thesis is silent about this. With regard to contextualization, I am missing more explicit references to Huxley’s Brave New World and Orwell’s 1984, which are mentioned in passing but are not really evaluated as far as their influence on Bradbury are concerned. 
The role of the mass media in a state-controlled environment, and the critical potential of literature might have been worth wile objects to write about, but the candidate does not take the chance to point out the relevance of his topic. Although his English reads fluently and is basically correct, a great number of slips of the keyboard and unnecessary spelling mistakes can also be noticed. Moreover, corrections of the first drafts by the supervisor were not taken up and incorporated into the text, and the independent additions that were added afterwards – obviously under the pressure of time - again contain a number of mistakes that accumulate in the course of the thesis and create a bad impression. 
The formatting of footnotes is equally not up to standard.











	Questions to be answered by student:

1) Who is represented by ‘the system’ in Bradbury’s Fahrenheit?
2) The burning books – how can this be related to the contemporary USA?
3) How does Bradbury’s novel relate to Huxley’s Brave New World?
4) Which role does Shakespeare play in Huxley’s novel?
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