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	Structure

	Outline and division
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	Language level
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	Formatting (citations, presentation)
	Ax
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	Content

	Thesis statement formulation 
	A
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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

The structure underlying this thesis is doubtful, to say the least. Part I., Theory, does not contain any theory at all, no reflection about how to approach this task, or which theoretical implications might be important for the analysis. Unfortunately, this shows as far as her understanding of literature is concerned. For her, literature is just a passive ‘reflector’ that mirrors changes in society. When we read, for example, that “Naturally, the (!) literature has noted these shifts…” (46), she demonstrates that literature is just a passive ‘reactant’ that cannot create reality. Instead of theory, we get ‘history,’  that is, historical contextualization, which is fine as far as it goes, but turns out to be too long: almost half of the thesis is taken up by it, although it remains incomplete: reflections about the images of women in other genres (novel) or in British or European drama are missing (Shaw, Ibsen!!!).
As far as O’Neill is concerned, the plays are well-chosen: one from the beginning, one from the end of his career. This should have given the candidate the opportunity to reflect on O’Neill’s development as dramatist, but here the results remain a bit cloudy and there are no clear statements about it. 
The candidate’s level of English is acceptable throughout: there are no grave violations of grammar or syntax but only a smaller number of idiomatic errors that do not really disturb the overall positive impression.

All in all, the thesis summarizes well what has been said about the topic in literary scholarship. The candidate has read deeply into this – which is also reflected by the length of her bibliography. If one expects independent, creative insights on top of it, the thesis certainly has some shortcomings. On the other hand, this perhaps cannot be expected from a BA student writing about a topic on which hundreds of essays have already been written. 


	Questions to be answered by student:

1) What is, in your opinion, the relation of literature to reality like?
2) Is there a development in O’Neill’s female characters, or do they stay the same?
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