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This is an excellent thesis in terms of form and content. The candidate shows her capability to deal with difficult psychological theories (trauma theories) and is widely read in this field. In the second part of her thesis she shows that she is able to apply these theories with great profit to an analysis of Woolf’s novel by concentrating on the two traumatized characters of Septimus Smith, suffering from shell shock, and Mrs Dalloway who, as a Lesbian woman in what has been called a phallogocentric society, is a ‘misfit’ in several respects and feels the mounting pressure of what might be called structural violence. The thesis is well-structured and, which is equally important with regard to such a demanding subject, written in fluent, idiomatically correct English. It makes excellent use of the secondary sources on trauma theory and quotes the relevant witnesses. It comes up with creative and new insights into Woolf’s novel and also refers to Woolf’s biography, especially her continuing fits of depression.   
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