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	Content

	Thesis statement formulation 
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	Sources and their utilization
	A
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	Methods of processing the research problem
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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

Strengths:

· The thesis focuses on one of the most famous characters in the 20th century literature, Mrs Dalloway. While the main character of Virginia Woolf’s novel has been extensively studied from different perspectives, the narrative texture of the novel is what presents the most interest and controversy for the literary scholars. 

· In the analysis of the novel the student refers to the well-known studies of the past, as well as to the most recent publications. Within a variety of scholarly works the student refers to in the thesis, we also come across Woolf’s critical essays and personal correspondence which the student is familiar with and discusses in the text. 
Weaknesses:
· The thesis relies on a mixture of scholarly sources and online dictionaries. For example, some literary terms are taken from Merriam-Webster or Cambridge Learner Advanced Dictionaries (see p. 14). At the same time, some “terms” require more precision. E.g., the title of the thesis announces the research into “complexity” of the main character, but in the abstract, the students writes, “The aim of the analysis is to describe the passages that prove how difficult the main character is”. 
· The thesis requires better proofreading, as the text contains many mistakes: e.g., the love of the Clarissa Dalloway (p. 8), she had been writing The Hyde Park Gate News (p. 11), Woolf lets the characters be complex and lets readers find the complexion of the figures by themselves (p. 15), etc. The writing also often lacks coherence. 
· Some statements made in the thesis do not reflect the complexity of both the author and the characters: e.g., “Virginia Woolf had depression from World War I and committed suicide due to the trauma from World War II” (p. 8); “James Naremore gives various definitions and opinions, but the overall result is that Virginia was a master of stream of consciousness and of interior monologue as well” (p. 14); “[about Clarissa’s ignorance] which shows how poor was the female education at that time” (p. 19), etc. 
· In the analysis of Clarissa Dallaway’s character complexity, the student focuses on the character’s shallowness, relation to death, emotionality and relationships. However, some other aspects escape the analysis, such as the influence of societal changes after WWI, the age of the main character, her social status, sensuality and much more. 

	Questions to be answered by student:

1. In your opinion, is the age of the main character important for analyzing Mrs. Dalloway? Why can it be significant for understanding Clarissa? 
2. Describing Septimus Smith as the “double” of Clarissa, Nancy Toppin Bazin (1973) wrote, “Clarissa is predominantly feminine and maniac whereas Septimus is predominantly masculine and depressive”. Would you characterise Clarissa as “maniac”? Why? Why not?  
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