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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

Strengths
1. The paper is written in good English. The text is majorly coherent and cohesive, which makes it very enjoyable to read the paper. 
2. The thesis deals with important social issues of bullying and victimization, especially among women. What makes the analysis quite interesting is that Margaret Atwood herself elaborated a “theory of victimization” (p. 16) which she applied to her characters. Ms. Michálková traces the types of victims in The Handmade’s Tale narration and thus analyzes their progress with regard to characters’ perception of themselves and their actions. 
3. The introduction and conclusions are rather well-written. The research question is clear, and the conclusions reflect how the student tackled the tasks she set for the study. 
4. The thesis does not lack topicality, and the methodology is clearly outlined.

Weaknesses

1. One of the major issues I had with the paper is Ms. Michálková’s use of the key terms for her analysis: “bullying” and “victimization”. According to the title of the thesis, the main focus of the paper was on forms of bullying; however, the analysis of the text mainly dealt with the types of victims. It also seemed that the student classified sexual assault and rape, stoning to death, corporal punishment, and other similar forms of violence as bullying. From the thesis I also got a feeling that even stratification of society is also treated by the student as a form of bullying. Mischna (2012: 5), quoted by the student, suggests that bullying is typically driven by intolerance and is a form of aggression. In this view I am not so sure Aunt Lydia can be regarded as a bully, as pp. 37-38 claim. Bullying rather involves manhunt in a society where the norms frown upon such behavior. But in Gilead society that is driven by, no matter how perverse, norms, Aunt Lydia cannot be regarded as a bully, but a strict and aggressive senior. 
2. Additionally, some citations of the sources required better periphrasis, as in Mischna’s quoting at p. 12. 


	Questions to be answered by student:

1. In the recent decades the hero-character, such as Robinson Crusoe, Atticus Finch, or Superman, has changed in literature. These days such types of characters become rather sidekicks, such as Hermione in Harry Potter series, or even Moira and Offred’s mother, according to the interpretation in the thesis. Why do you think such types of characters lose their central roles in modern literature? 
2. What do you think is the moral of The Handmaid’s Tale? Please, elaborate. 
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