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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

Although in my opinion this thesis is not ready to be accepted because of the lack of direct analysis of the novel, there is a lot of strong cultural background material presented. An example of the lack of focus on literature can be found in the Introduction, where only a short paragraph at the end of this section even mentions “deaf characters,” and the novel is not mentioned at all. With some analysis of the novel using many more sources like the cited article “Disabling Assumptions” (mentioned below) as well as to a lesser extent some of the categories mentioned in the background, this thesis could be accepted in the second round of the state exam. 

This thesis is strong in outlining types and issues of hearing impairment (11-15) and especially in describing many aspects of American sign language (16-27). A comprehensive historical overview (going back to the year 1521) is presented as well as a typology and explanation of various types of orthography used to represent ASL – this is the strongest part of the thesis, which documents the interesting result that ASL “has no widely accepted written form” (21). In a department of languages and literature, all this focus on ASL would seem appropriate, and the BT author does seem to have experience with systems of sign and working with the Deaf (uppercase D) community, i.e. she seems well acquainted with the terminology and the practical issues involved. Since neither ASL nor sign languages in general represent a significant part of the department’s curriculum, the BT writer compiled all of this information herself, which is to be commended. 

The next nine pages of the thesis are devoted to “deafness in literature” (28-33); a short biography of McCullers (34-35); and, finally, the novel itself, to which only two pages (36-37) are devoted. This is enough only to represent superficial overviews of novel, e.g. only conclusions such as “Singer carries the embodiment of loneliness on his shoulders.” (36), and “he is depressed and crushed by Antonapoulos’s death.” (37). Almost none of the implications of deafness of the two main characters nor of the society around them is used at all in this view of the novel, which is too often a general summary of the main events and themes. A couple of citations from the book could be explored further, e.g. regarding Singer “they felt that the mute could always understand whatever they wanted to say. And maybe even more than that,” (McCullers, 36), i.e. hagiographization of the disabled (maybe relevant for today’s identity politics).

The language is generally at a below average level, with the grammar and vocabulary often dropping below C1, e.g. “Hearing aids are unfortunately able to help every single person with hearing impairment,” “takes a great pride of being deaf” (all page 9); “For instance middle ear” (14);  “another wrong impression” (32); “characters are not portrait” (several times, e.g. 33); “humongous” praise (34). Titles of works are sporadically written incorrectly (29, 30). After the additional research and writing is done, the work needs thorough language correction.

Nevertheless, as stated, the complete lack of analysis of the novel in terms of deafness is the main reason for my negative final mark. The writer should develop some analytical themes related to the deafness of the characters and how this affects their relationships with the other characters. In the general “deafness in literature” section (28-33) several possibilities are brought up, e.g. “deaf characters … are often portrayed as unlikable … they do not have time to evolve” and they are represented as ugly or deformed (28); “people typically feel sorry for them,” (31), i.e. excessive sentimentality toward the disabled, and most interestingly perspectives in the section “‘Deaf’ Literature Read by Deaf People.” (3.1)

Another possible focus could be some research results on the reception of such a canonical novel as Heart by the hearing-impaired community themselves. From this perspective and also more generally, which of the stereotypical trends mentioned above are broken in the novel? How is Heart a new or different way of depicting deaf characters and those around them than what came before? How are the deaf characters identified as individuals among themselves and others? Are any of the non-deaf characters closer in some way to Singer and / or Spiros? How do the events in the novel represent changes in the wider society in terms of issues like inclusivity, e.g. before or after the 1940s? What about the fact the character of Singer had been able to speak before he became mute? Is deafness used in the novel figuratively as a sign or symbol of another idea? These are only some questions that could be addressed, from with the BT writer can choose a few to focus on as she continues her work in the analysis of the novel.

In the bibliography there several non-academic popular websites (writework.com, enotes.com, litcharts.com) which are inappropriate for a bachelor’s thesis. There are solid sources on, e.g. types of deafness, sign language, etc. but there is only one source describing deafness (among other disabilities) and literature: the Dunn, et al. article “Disabling Assumptions.” Perhaps the bibliography of that article would be a place to start research to find other sources to substantiate the analysis of the novel in terms of deaf characters and their reception by those around them, or more broadly, how do the events in the novel reflect deafness in the society of the time. Go back to the novel and dig deeper.


	Questions to be answered by student:
1) Which stereotypical ideas about deafness (and the disabled in general) are broken by the characters in the novel? 
2) How do the events in the novel represent changes in the wider society in terms of issues like inclusivity, e.g. before or after the 1940s? 
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