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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

The first thing that struck me as I was finishing the thesis was that suddenly a sub-chapter “Space and Settings” (1.2) had been thrown into the paper with no connection at all to football. This itself would not be such a problem, but although associations to detective fiction are mentioned in this subchapter, often tangentially, e.g. Abrams’ definition of the genre as often set in a “closed environment” (14), these kinds of theoretical sources or concepts are never mentioned again in the thesis. These are detective stories, after all, so in the analysis it would have been nice to see how the worlds of football and criminal investigation overlap, e.g. in the character of the team “fixer” Scott Manson. Or, more formally, how the genres of sports fiction and detective narrative intersect, although this goal may be too ambitious theoretically for a study program in English for Business Administration. 

The brief biographical information on Kerr is presented well, i.e. with appropriate details related to the author’s introduction to sports fiction. (15-16) The “overview” of the trilogy (17-22), which serves as a summary of the events of the 3 novels, goes on a bit too long, although the idea itself of including plot synopses is a valid one to help readers not familiar with the Manson series.

The two stated research goals of the thesis were to determine the significance of football in the trilogy, and to evaluate the football settings in the novels in terms of whether they were a “true reflection of the real-life football world.” (39) In my opinion, these two goals are met by details like comparing football with other team and individual sports, money and corruption, player fatigue, psychological issues and coping strategies of trainers and players, fair play and dirty tactics, older players relationships with newcomers, doping, racism in European leagues, celebrity players (e.g. Beckham [35]), along with several other interesting issues not directly connected to football. Finally, the result is determined that in the last novel of the trilogy “the setting of football [is] portrayed [only] very briefly.” (37) The BT writer also comments every now and then on literary aspects of the works, e.g. “the method of description, which basically stops the narrative to portray the setting.” (26)

Unfortunately, I found the language of the thesis to be unacceptable, with many basic grammar/vocab, punctuation, stylistic and other errors which often cause the level to dip below C1 and even B2. The prose sometimes degenerates into spoken or colloquial mode, also with mistakes like word order and usage occurring quite frequently, e.g. “But where to start. [A character] had always a big mouth.” (17); “players are put in the same locker room” (28); “commenting any political related manner” (31); “on the football stadiums.” (37) Generalities and trite truisms also appear sporadically such as the very last sentence of the thesis: “He showed that putting two completely different things together can sometimes be a risk worth taking.” (39) These problems generally did not interfere with communicating the intended information, however, so the thesis as a whole was finally accepted.


	Questions to be answered by student:
1) Why should students or the larger reading public read the books in the Scott Manson trilogy, or works on sport in general? What are some valuable themes for readers?
2) Can you describe other works of British or American fiction that prominently feature sport? What are some general characteristics of these works?
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