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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):
I really enjoyed reading this BP, both for the information and the language, the latter of which is at a fairly high level. Despite a few mistakes here and there, the prose here is nicely done.

Unfortunately, however, there are problems with a lack of focus. This seems like a descriptive essay, which itself is not such a problem. But the descriptions seem random and rarely rise toward the level of any analysis whatsoever. A chronological series of summaries are presented jumping between broad themes that are not related to each other and thus little cohesion is achieved. The conclusions finally repeat trite clichés like “Chinese immigrants […] were perceived differently,” “they worked hard and somehow survived,” and “could truly call California home.” (39) These are laudable sentiments that are undoubtedly true, but not research conclusions in an academic paper.

I am not sure what the original research goals were, but it seems that some tracing of a few specific social or cultural changes that Chinese communities (plural) were undergoing in California (e.g. in particular regions, cities) during 1849-1949 would be one simple but effective way of focusing the research. The time period is well-chosen, but some of the great social, political, technological, subcultural and macrocultural changes occurring over those 100 years could have been used to much better advantage to describe real trends and changes in the lives of men, women and children. 

The good news is that the BP writer has a great deal of raw material with which to begin a new, more coherent draft of the thesis describing more focused and specific research conclusions about Chinese communities and their reception in California. Fine potential.


	Questions to be answered by student:
[bookmark: _GoBack]1) What specially changed in Chinese communities between 1849-1949? Any specifics regarding long term social or cultural effects on the communities?
2) Although its placement in the BP is questionable, the story of Fou Sin is an interesting one. (20) What aspects of it represent larger issues or changes in Chinese communities of the period and decades in the future? Or, why was this example chosen and what should the reader take from it?
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