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The language in this thesis goes from poor academically into just poor. There are multiple issues with sentence construction. Many paragraphs are vague and repetitive in the vague ideas. Inconsistencies in introducing cited authors – sometimes it is Historian Eugene D. Genovese, sometimes Winthrop Jordan, who wrote on …, sometimes Freehling. Justification of why James Monroe is included in the thesis is unclear. Definition of chattel slavery is nowhere to be found – and the work would benefit having it. John Adams’s writing on slavery is mentioned (if not quoted, since there is lack of it, as you write) but what about other gentlemen on your list? What did they themselves write on slavery? Very little space is dedicated to that issue. The language gets so poor towards the end (especially sentence structure) that I have problems at times understanding what is being discussed. The conclusion is based on an acknowledged overgeneralization, which makes the thesis even weaker.
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· Were the mentioned gentlemen kind and merciful towards their slaves? Were their anti-slavery personal stances reflected in their actions, if not words?

· How do historians know the mentioned men held anti-slavery opinions (since they did not present them much in public)? Are the anti-slavery ideas reflected in their personal writings? What primary sources could you use?
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