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	Odůvodnění hodnocení práce:
The author did a great job at mapping a long-lasting development and effects of one of the most crucial factors that influenced the relationship between the United States and Cuba in the 20th century and do so still in the present day. I especially appreciate the author’s thorough work with a large amount of sources which indeed helped her to incorporate the views of both sides – the supporters as well as opponents of the embargo – which is, for me, an important aspect of truly objective work.

The thesis is well-structured, the language is on a very high level.

Some parts of the thesis could be improved by a stronger argumentation and a better connection of the statements or events which the author mentions.

The original goals of the embargo might have also been more clarified earlier in the thesis.

It would perhaps be also better for the chapter titled “Castro – a leader of the 20th century” to be more thorough in terms of offering arguments for justifying the title beyond mentioning the length of his rule and a rather unclear statement about him creating a national identity.

Nonetheless, the thesis offers an insightful view on more than a five-decade-lasting phenomenon which shaped not only the relationships between the two nations and their citizens. It is also apt in pointing out to the fact that it influenced their policies, and thus perhaps even the whole world, which was at one point in the history at the brink of a nuclear war in large part due to the hostile atmosphere.

Overall, author’s arguments follow a clear path to her conclusion throughout the decades and offer various situations and examples in which the embargo influenced Cuban economy, government, and the human rights there, supporting the author’s claim why the embargo should be lifted.

	Otázky k obhajobě:
In the thesis, you mention that Fidel Castro “created the Cuban identity”. Can you specify what this Cuban identity means?

In the same part, you compare Fidel Castro’s reign to the reign of the British Queen Elizabeth II. Based on your argument, you seem to compare it with respect to the long-lasting stability which Castro presented. Can you clarify the stability which Fidel Castro brought to the nation? 

You claim that the sanctions influenced the human rights in Cuba. Can you clarify the connections how?

What is your personal opinion about the idea that democracy and a thriving economy cannot be created in an isolated nation?
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