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	Structure

	Outline and division
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	Formatting (citations, presentation)
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	Content

	Thesis statement formulation 
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	Sources and their utilization
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	Methods of processing the research problem
	
	B
	
	
	
	

	Level of analytical and interpretive components
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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

A thesis statement clearly states what the thesis proves. It does not use expressions like “it would be interesting to examine . . .” or “this thesis would also like to discover how . . . .” In other words, instead of telling the reader what you would “like to discover,” you should have told the reader, right up front, what you DID discover. By the end of the Introduction, the reader should know exactly what you will prove. There should be no mystery.

Citations missing from page 10. The facts that stoves and cigars were made in Detroit, that Detroit was responsible for half of America’s car production, or that only 25% of Detroit’s citizens in 1920 were born there are not common knowledge and should have been cited.
Footnotes should be single-spaced.
Citations missing from page 13. Where does your information on the job losses and on Effinger come from?
Avoid expressions like “It is essential to mention that . . . ,” “It should be noted that,” or “It might be interesting to observe . . . .” Because every word in a thesis should forward your argument, if it were not essential, it would not be in the thesis at all. There is no need to emphasize important facts when every fact in a thesis should be important.
Citations missing on page 15. Where does the information on the Brewster Project or the Douglass Apartments come from? Every time you get information from a source, you should cite that source.  
Citations missing on page 17. Where did your information about “the living conditions of unemployed citizens” and the rent they had to pay, “from three to twelve dollars per month,” come from?
Citation missing on page 20. Where did you get the information about the “massive protest” in 1941?
Page 21 contains two paragraphs with only one citation. Each paragraph requires its own footnote.
Poor paragraph construction on page 22.
The first paragraph on page 23 contains multiple economic statistics but no citation. Where did you learn that Detroit’s auto industry produced 4.8 million cars in 1941?
The top paragraph on page 24 is missing citations. Where did you find out that a B-24 bomber could be produced in an hour?
Citation missing on page 24. Where did the assertion that black workers were at a “disadvantage regarding housing possibilities” come from?
Citations missing on page 26. What source is the basis of your assertion that the automakers “failed to consult the city hall,” and where did you get the information on the 1939 mayoral election?
Formatting inconsistency: sometimes there is a space between a period and a footnote, sometimes not.

Citation missing on page 27. Where did the information on the Reuther brothers come from?
Page 27 states, “According to reports, GM paid over eight hundred thousand dollars to ensure that union organizers would overlook their factories.” From where did this information come? What reports are you referring to, and why didn’t you cite them?

Citations missing on pages 28, 29, 30, 31, and 34.

On page 37, you discuss in detail a survey conducted by “a team of researchers.” You discuss in detail the results of the survey but you never cite your source.

Pages 38 and 39 are completely without citations, even though they mention multiple facts and figures. Where did you get the information found on these pages? This is plagiarism.
The thesis falls apart at the end. The title is “Detroit’s Decline after 1929,” but the last 4 decades were covered in less than 2 pages. Where are Lee Iacocca, the government bailouts, One Detroit Center, the 3 downtown casinos, the International Riverfront, and Kwame Kilpatrick? It seems like you ran out of time and left the story unfinished.


	Questions to be answered by student:

Why did blacks make a “great migration” to northern cities like Detroit before 1920? Is it just a coincidence that the Black Legion appeared in Michigan in the 1920s? Were not working class whites responding to a perceived threat?
What influences if any did the 1979 and 2008 federal government bailouts of the auto industry, neither of which were mentioned in your thesis, have on Detroit? 

Explain your lack of citations on pages 38 and 39.
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